














Asian Rhino Populations and Poaching

Data is gathered from the CITES African and Asian Rhinoceroses — Status, Conservation and Trade

Despite protection, the species has decreased report, released in 2025 with findings through the end of 2024, unless otherwise noted.
by more than 70% over the past three

decades. Living in fragmented rainforest
habitats across Sumatra makes it difficult
for breeding-age animals to encounter
one another. The breeding program at the
Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary, a protected, semi- India 3,323 greater one-horned 2021 to 2024: 9
wild facility in Sumatra, continues its efforts rhino 2025: 0 in Assam
to create a viable population of Sumatran
rhinos and now houses 10 animals.

Asian Rhino Range Estimated Rhino Last-Reported Rhino

Poaching Count

Countries Population, by species

752 greater one-horned 2021 to 2024: 4

Nepal Tine 2025: 0

?;Otj‘;\?;nr2237 2019 to 2023: Between 18
SUMATRAN RHINO Indonesia ' and 26 Javan
IUCN Estimated Population: 34 to 47 SIUEIEL) 2025: 0
IUCN Status: SULWLFDOO\ (QGDQJHUHG

Sumatranrhinos 'LFHURUKLQXV VXPDWUHQVLV
are now only found on the Indonesian islands
of Sumatra and Kalimantan. There are up

to four isolated populations and as many

as 10 subpopulations of Sumatran rhinos

left in Indonesia. Only one of these wild
populations, in Gunung Lesuer, is believed

to have enough individuals to be viable.

The IUCN estimates the total population in
Indonesia at 34 to 47 individuals.
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ZERO KNOWN POACHING
REPORTED IN ASSAM AND NEPAL

The Indian state of Assam and the country of Nepal both reported zero known poaching of
greater one-horned rhinos in 2025, a milestone that demonstrates the powerful effects of
integrated law enforcement, frontline vigilance and community-centered conservation.

know exactly what to do using IRF-funded training and intelligence to thwart the hunt, while
advanced coaching on crime scene investigation allows for successful evidence collection to
locate suspects and prevent future attacks. IRF's intelligence program manages a strategic
informant network, and information-sharing between various law enforcement agencies serves
Assam is home to 80% of the world’s greater one-horned rhinos, with Kaziranga National Park as another deterrent for poachers.

holding the largest population at over 2,600 rhinos and Manas National Park holding between
40 and 50 individuals. In the mid 2010s, Assam reported nearly 30 poached rhinos in a single
year, as large poaching syndicates and rugged terrain made protecting them difficult. By refining
collaboration between law enforcement agencies and upgrading surveillance technology, the
statistics have improved. In 2022, Assam recorded zero known rhino poaching for the first time
since the 1970s, and last year, this milestone was achieved yet again. Within Manas National
Park, zero rhino or tiger poaching has been observed for a noteworthy three consecutive years.

Nepal, the first country worldwide to report zero poaching of rhinos, tigers and elephants
simultaneously, has achieved zero reported rhino poaching ten times since 2011. The
government often delegates forest protection to local communities, providing economic
opportunity for residents and encouraging interest in conservation. K9 units operate as part
of wildlife crime investigation in Chitwan National Park, where nearly 700 greater one-horned
rhinos live.

While poaching attempts have not been eradicated in these strongholds for greater one-horned
populations, and security efforts should not be loosened, the recent zero-poaching records in
both Assam and Nepal are a promising accomplishment for rhino conservation work in Asia.

Much of this success derives from working to stop poaching before it happens rather than
merely reacting. IRF supports targeted education for forest staff and rangers, teaching rhino

monitoring and essential field skills. When poaching attempts are made, responding officers
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POPULATION VIABILITY "~ el
FOR RHINOS IN INDONESIASSEE
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For Earth’s most critically endangered rhinos, survival against extinction is not only a battle
against illegal poaching; it also depends on achieving the biological conditions necessary for long-
term survival. To evaluate whether a species can persist long term, biologists rely on population
viability analysis governed by the “Three R's"—resilency, or the capacity of a population to
withstand environmental disturbances; redundancy, the existence of multiple geographically-
separated populations; and representation, preserving genetic diversity across evolutionary
processes.

The last remaining Javan rhinos exist only in Indonesia’s Ujung Kulon National Park, lacking
resilency, redundancy and representation. One unfortunate catastrophe in this isolated area
could wipe out the entire population, and Indonesian Ministry of Forestry studies show a
potentially unhealthy inbreeding rate of 58.5%. Population Viability Analysis forecasts the species
could go extinct within the next five decades.

Despite biological bottlenecks for both rhino species in Indonesia, recovery is still possible. The
Sumatran rhino, whose remaining wild individuals are scattered across isolated forests, has seen
progress through managed reproduction at the Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary, which has produced
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five healthy calves since its inception in 1996

by IRF and local NGO Yayasan Badak Indonesia
(YABI). IRF partners have also successfully
restored almost 300 acres of prospective rhino
habitat outside Way Kambas National Park in
the past six years, planting over 30,000 seedlings
in just the past year. This creates essential

food sources for the Sumatran rhino as well

as habitat that could be used for reintroducing
rhinos to the wild in the future as the population
at the Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary grows.

Last year, the Indonesian government
announced plans to create a biobank for Javan
rhinos and launch a captive breeding program.
In November, the first attempt to capture

a Javan rhino was unsuccessful. Plans are
underway for the next phase of the program.
Any captured rhinos will be moved to a newly
constructed sanctuary within Ujung Kulon
National Park.

Fortunately, Javan rhinos are reproducing
successfully in the wild, with five new Javan
rhino calves discovered over the past several
years. IRF continues to direct funding toward
protection and monitoring of the wild
population, implemented by trusted partner
ALeRT. With strong field protection, heavily-
backed intelligence networks and increased
resources, there is hope for this population to
survive and grow.
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HABITAT FIRST: ONE KEY TO
ASIAN RHINO EXPANSION
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Range expansion for rhinos in Asia hinges on a critical variable: habitat health. The receiving
landscape must possess appropriate foraging opportunities, water sources and ecological
resilience in order to support rhinos and prevent them from wandering into human-dominated
areas.

Between 2006 and 2021, 22 greater one-horned rhinos were translocated from other areas

in Assam, India to Manas National Park, and 20 orphaned or injured rhinos were rewilded in
Manas. Today, they are actively breeding, with first generation females born in Manas birthing
calves as well. Natural reproduction is one of the best indicators of success after a transfer;
however, the founding population is not large, so the limited gene pool presents a risk factor.
The habitat requires consistent maintenance of water sources and removal of invasive plants,
which IRF assists through Aaranyak: 5,600 man-hours have been spent uprooting woody species
and clearing invasive weeds across 123 acres of degraded grassland. Of the 100 worst invasive
species on earth, 11 exist in India.

At the end of March 2026, four greater one-horned rhinos were moved from a protected,
fenced rehabilitation boma inside Dudhwa National Park to a fully wild grassland in the park,
which brings Dudhwa'’s free-ranging rhino population to eight. This was part of a decades-long
conservation plan to build a stable and demographically healthy population in the area; since
rhinos are a keystone species, their presence in the park will help prevent

tall grasses from dwarfing other plant species. Here, adaptation risks are
lower, as the rhinos were already acclimated to the local ecosystem within
the fenced area.
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In Nepal, rhinos have been reintroduced to
Bardiya and Shuklaphanta parks, but ecological
constraints abound. In the Babai Valley of
Bardiya National Park, flooding has eliminated
necessary grasslands and wallows. Less-than-
optimal foraging and water shortages have
forced translocated rhinos to stray far outside
their designated release zones into agricultural
lands, increasing the likelihood of human-
wildlife conflict. Like Manas, extensive habitat
restoration will be vital to supporting the
population, and researchers are looking into
other alternatives such as the nearby Karnali
floodplain.

PHOTO: AARANYAK

Beyond expanding within Assam and Nepal,
conservationists are looking across international
borders too, including assessing habitats in
Bhutan and Pakistan, all the while drawing on
the successes of translocations across borders
for the southern white rhino in Africa. For these
ambitious plans to materialize, range states
must commit to securing habitat not only from
a safety, conflict and anti-poaching standpoint,
but by ensuring the landscape is capable of
supporting generations to come.
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CONCLUSION

From Africa to Asia and across national parks,
conservancies and reserves, every rhino
population has a unique set of hindrances

to its survivability. IRF and our partners are
working to ensure that conservation strategies
used for each species reflect the reality of the
environmental and cultural factors they exist in.

Range countries must commit to maintaining
grasslands and clearing invasive plants, both
for current population areas and future ones.
If habitats are not well-managed, rhinos will
eventually stray into human-populated areas
and bring about human-wildlife conflict. And
worse, rhinos simply cannot survive long-term
without access to proper grazing and water
sources.

Anti-poaching efforts must continue shifting
from reactive measures to a combination of
intelligence-led law enforcement and efficient
on-the-ground patrols. Of course, judicial
proceedings need to back up these efforts by
allowing for more swift trials, targeting all facets
of poaching including the syndicates in charge
and upholding true consequences.

For critically endangered species and
subspecies with extremely small numbers,
intense field protection and monitoring is key,
and can be paired with semi-wild reproduction
programs or genetic preservation to heighten
the chance for survival and ultimately recovery.

No single tool is the cure-all or quick fix, but
with a combination of conservation strategies
and the collaboration of humans who are
committed to the cause—us here at IRF, our
partners working in the field and of course,
supporters like you—we can create a world
where rhinos are able to thrive as they truly
deserve.
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This report was prepared by the International Rhino Foundation from sources including the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) African
and Asian Rhinoceroses - Status, Conservation and Trade report, released in August 2025 by the
IUCN SSC's African Rhino and Asian Rhino Specialist Groups and TRAFFIC. Thank you to IRF's
rhino range country advisors and partners for input on this report as well.
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