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Javan rhino population

in Ujung Kulon National Park

Poaching losses

decreased to3in
Assam, India in 2019
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5 Orphaned rhino
calves returned
to the wild in
Zimbabwe
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IRF helps launch
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Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary Expansion
Completed

New monitoring technology
tested in Africa

Sumatran Rhino Rescue Plan surveys begin
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INTERNATIONAL Throughout our 29-year history,

RHINO we have funded and operated

rhino conservation programs
Together we persevere. FOUNDATION

throughout Africa and Asia.
As we write this letter, a global pandemic has impacted communities around the world,
however, the need for the International Rhino Foundation’s critical conservation mission
continues. Staff at the Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary (SRS) have undertaken safety protocols while
providing the same excellent standard of care for rhinos. Monitoring and protection units are
continuing their patrols safeguarding rhinos from poachers. Despite the challenges, our vital
conservation work around the world goes on.

Rhinos face challenges every year and 2019 was no different. Poaching pressure intensified
in certain areas of southern Africa. Sumatran rhino populations continued to be at risk. But
working collaboratively with our allies, we also saw encouraging results. Strict protection and
partnership in India resulted in a decline in poaching losses. The fragile Javan rhino population
increased.

Perseverance is a key attribute of the International Rhino Foundation, along with our
commitment to sound decision making and dedication to collaboration. Our work rests on a
foundation of science.

IRF takes the approach of maximizing options and minimizing regrets, tackling the challenges
facing rhinos using multi-faceted strategies. There is more work than can be accomplished in
an individual lifetime, but by working together with our partners we can achieve our goal of
ensuring all five rhino species survive for future generations.

That's why we call ourselves Team Rhino and we will continue to collaborate with our partners
worldwide through this pandemic and until such time as rhino populations are thriving
everywhere. On behalf of the board of directors and staff, thank you for supporting the
International Rhino Foundation and we wish you and your family continued health.

JOHN LUKAS

President Executive Director
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OUR CORE VALUES aré at the heart of éverything we dg.

AP

integrity

We foster honest, ethlaif and trusting relat|onsh|pSW|th partners

staff, the ?ubllc oard members. -.u _

collaboration

We partner with |nd|V|duaIs and organizations wh‘o share

commltment to savmg rhinos. "

adaptability f
We resourcefully’and innovatively apply expertise and fundﬁjn a
changing landscape for rhino conservation.

sound decision-making

We make decisions based on science, political realities, and
available resources. " "% Y 1_‘5
"

commitment

We are dedicated to making long-term tactical investments in key
partners to conserve rhinos.
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STATE OF THE RHINO WORK

JAVAN RHINO Rhinoceros sondaicus
CRITICALLY ENDANGERED ~72; POPULATION STABLE More than 84% of IRF's funds go directly to local partners who implement rhino

Javan rhinos exist only in Indonesia’s Ujung Kulon National Park where they are safeguarded conservation programs in India, Indonesia, Zimbabwe, Vietnam, and Southern Africa.

by Rhino Protection Units. IRF's program of controlling the growth of the ubiquitous and
dominant Arenga palm has increased available habitat. The population increased from 68
to 72in 2019.

SUMATRAN RHINO Dicerorhinus sumatrensis

CRITICALLY ENDANGERED < 80; POPULATION DECREASING

There are fewer than 80 Sumatran rhinos in three small populations on Sumatra in Bukit
Barisan Selatan, Gunung Leuser, and Way Kambas National Parks, plus a handful of animals
in central Kalimantan. Priorities for the species include continued protection as well as
capturing and translocating animals to conservation breeding facilities including the newly

expanded Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary in Way Kambas. INDIA »
Protection &

e

<VIETNAM
Demand Reduction & Education

Wildlife Crime Intelligence
. —_— Y
GREATER ONE-HORNED RHINO Rhinoceros unicornis w "y a ‘ L -
VULNERABLE ~3,588; POPULATION INCREASING sumatran Rhino Conservation ’ ﬁ B '\’
Strict protection and conservation measures have led to an increase to more than 3,600 A Tmesms ’

INDONESI

¢t ZAMBIA —— =
Javan Rhino Conservation

Anti-Poaching
«ZIMBABWE
Lowveld Black Rhino Program

¢ <« ESWATINI
Anti-Poaching

greater one-horned rhinos in India and Nepal, from fewer than 200 in 1921. The majority
of the population resides in Kaziranga, Manas, and Orang National Parks, and the Pabitora

Wildlife Reserve in Assam. Poaching losses decreased to only 3 deaths in 2019. Overcrowding, '
invasive species, and poaching remain threats.

BLACK RHINO Diceros bicornis

CRITICALLY ENDANGERED 5,366 - 5,627, POPULATION STABLE SOUTH AFRICA
Anti-Poaching

The black rhino, which is found primarily in southern and east Africa, is slowly coming back
from horrendous losses. By 1993, fewer than 2,300 rhinos remained from populations of
more than 65,000 in the 1970s. Today, black rhino numbers are increasing slightly, but
poaching remains the largest threat. The majority of the population is in South Africa,

Namibia, Kenya and Zimbabwe. IRF focuses program support in six key areas:

WHITE RHINO Ceratotherium simum

NEAR THREATENED 17,212 - 18,915; POPULATION DECREASING PROTECTION COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Over the past two years, the white rhino population has been declining after ten years
of increases. South Africa holds more than 90% of the population, with other significant CONSERVATION BREEDING RESEARCH

populations in Namibia, Kenya, and Zimbabwe. It is critical that range countries intensify

protection and enforce their wildlife crime laws. HABITAT RESTORATION DEMAND REDUCTION
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Dr. Susie Ellis retired as IRF's Executive Director after
13 years of dedicated and passionate service. Her
achievements in wildlife conservation are numerous
and significant. Through Dr. Ellis’ leadership,
the organization expanded its global reach and
programs, working with all five rhino species in Africa
and Asia.

In 2019, Dr. Ellis was honored as the 2019 Ulysses S.
Seal Award Winner for Innovation in Conservation.
Here are just some of the many highlights during
her tenure:

. e 2
"20/8, IRF co-founded the

matran Rhino Rescue project

“with ‘other global partners_te*

help further efforts to save this :

endangered species. | Manas now has 40 rhmos
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Suppo ng : ,
$1 million in research grants to support rhino conservation.

The Javah-Rhino Stud’y ahd Conserva on Area WaS*IauncJﬂ[@'d;
Kulon National Park. IRF and WWF provrded 120 camera traps f
Ujung Kulon monitoring program.

OPERATION:
STOP POACHING

NOW

We launched OPERATION:
Stop Poaching Now to
support anti-poaching
teams on the ground in
South Africa.

We created a universal
brand - Team Rhino, to
ensure that everyone could
play a role in supporting
rhino conservation.

Yayasan Badak Indonesia
(YABI), which translates
to the Indonesian Rhino
Foundation, was formed.
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SUMATRAN RHINOS
last chance to save sumatran rninos

Three-year emergency plan to secure the
remaining rhinos and develop the infrastructure
to care for and grow their population.
o ;
N = RN InOctober 2019, IRFand Yayasan BadakIndonesia
. CRa R (YABI) cut the ribbon on the expansion of the
Way Kambas Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary (SRS) in
Indonesia. The expansion of this sanctuary will
provide a home for more rescued rhinos and
support the Indonesian government’s national
breeding program to help the species survive for

J ¥ o ey et ¢ el : A FNY fie )\ E £ S generations to come.
i 3(§ 4 S ; o e e ; % The SRS expansion is integral in the work to ¢
\ y 5 ; ¥ L

save the Sumatran rhino and is step three of .

the emergency action plan developed under 3 - P
the guidance of the Indonesian government. ' \ g4 VT
A coalition of international conservation 5/ . -
organizations, including IRF, has launched the '
Sumatran Rhino Rescue Alliance, a multi-faceted,

multi-year effort to survey, translocate, breed

and ultimately return rhinos to the wild to

protected, sustainable habitats.

"ol | -
" ! Bvery year, duringfhe last i _
lisel to be fear. Fear of los luring the wintep **
months:/As the water/fevel: t,%‘ rahmaputra’ River
lowers; ¥he wild animals begin traversiig the river in
search of food, raising the risk of poaching.

i-\“l ¢

f theyear, ther

g
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But not this year. Coordination by national park staff with
local and national police forces intensified the fight against
wildlife criminals in Assam, India, home to the majority of
the world’s greater one-horned rhino population.: Forty-
eight arrests were made in 2019.

5

# of greater one-horned rhinos
g

I

OUR PLAN TO (™)

i B ar—

Fo"res‘try authorities in Kaziranga National Park in Assam; i __m m .

India were excited to report a significant redqe_tioh in_ -xW?m‘* o
poaching. In 2014, 27 animals were lost to poaching. In Rhino Poaching in Kaziranga NP
2019, officials reported that just 3 rhinos were poached.

]
8

27 27
To continue to increase success in wildlife crime
prosecutions, Rahul Dutta, IRF's intelligence specialist,

created an intensive three-day training program for park . STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4
personnel tasked with combating poachers. The training ‘

covers everything from forensics at a crime scene,

proper handling of evidence from the field to the lab and p m m

interrogation techniques, as well as how to give testimony n S

and judicial procedures.

Survey and Translocate to Breed rhinos Return rhinos back
Collaboration in combating wildlife crime ensures capture isolated the Sumatran to increase to secure
protection for greater one-horned rhinos for the wild rhinos Rhino Sanctuary population protected areas

# of greater one-horned rhinos poached

(1]

future.

STRENGTHEN PROTECTION IN WILD RHINO HABITAT
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.| estimate that aroun ’

- funded by |

p@chmg in Ujung Kulon
National Pa‘; |n ore t 0 years, where
the last pop I fja _n‘nhmos %\gotected by
Rhino Protection Un| at did not deter
UKNP staff fr cons U threat§.\__They
committing
illegal activities-in ‘p k au: ow entering from
the coast, pulling up oer Iame‘\ ches that rhinos
) ""’»._; -

b /N Y

The need for a marine pz{t}ol unit was clear to
_success of the terrestrial RPUs in

and a smaller pursuit boat. Twe-new marine RPUs,

re recruited from thelocal area and

—iaw k%\- \'\

In addition to ~cbntinu;
management is critica .-‘-/ o/
rhino. Arenga palm is a f: tg
spegss that naturally occur i
out other native plan{speaes i
favorétﬁfoq;l plants; The Areng :l
program has ﬁen successful in incréasi
Javan rhino habitat, allowing for wider
the population, encouraged by t
food plants. <«

growth gf mg

f
The program, I:\egun i 2011, utilizes local
to manually control the Arenga palm usi /5
equipment including chain and hand saws, shovels,
hoes, and pruning shears.The Javan rhino’s prefe
food plants regenerate naturally, and qui |
removal areas, Ttracting rhinos.

p W J
Surrounding Area _Rgcovers from Tsunami

.
The area was the site of a d'eva"stating tsuna

22, 2018, WhICh way triggered by an _
landslide set off from an eruption of the_vol
known as Anak Krakatag, The coastline of
consists of primarily mangove plants, whlch
natural buffer to storm surges and extreme we
and no Javan rhinos perished.

-

However, surrounding communities did see se ere
damage as a result of the storm surge. In 2019, IR
made emergency community grants to help rebuile
including the reconstruction of a jetty that w
destroyed. RPU members reside with their families
these communities. IRF is thankful that no staff w:
hurt and assisted a member in rebuﬂd ng a ha

to the storm. [

i
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BLACK & WHITE
RHINOS

Over 50 rhinos were killed by poachers in Bubye Valley
Conservancy (BVC) in early 2019. This heavy poaching
pressure resulted in population declines for both
black and white rhino populations there. Responding
to the increased threat, Bubye Valley Conservancy
dramatically increased its anti-poaching efforts. At the
same time IRF's partner, Lowveld Rhino Trust (LRT),
also stepped-up rhino monitoring efforts. Continued
vigilant monitoring and protection activities remain
in place with the hope that the rhino populations can
recover their losses.

Regular rhino operations are important to rhino
population health as well. IRF's local partner in
Zimbabwe, LRT immobilized 81 black and white
rhinos in BVC for various medical and conservation

purposes; 29 were ear-notched for identification, 50
were dehorned to reduce poaching incentive, 21 were
fitted with horn transmitters, and 20 were translocated
to “safer” areas during the year. Six rhinos were also
treated for poaching-related injuries.

African rhinos can benefit from greater collaboration to
combat poaching across borders. LRT is working with
TRAFFIC, a leading nonprofit organization combating
illegal wildlife trade, to manage wildlife crime data.
LRT also met with the Acting Chinese Ambassador
to Zimbabwe to discuss joint Chinese-Zimbabwean
investigations of wildlife crime syndicates. Partnerships
like these will provide long term solutions to protecting
white and black rhinos in Zimbabwe.

-

. AER W
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Working under constant pressure can take its toll
on rangers, the frontline of protection for rhinos in
South Africa. For many rangers, this war has been
relentless, requiring the skills of a battle-honed soldier.
Compounding the challenges faced in the field, family
life is put on the back burner, resulting in a breakdown
of family relationships. Rangers and their families are
often isolated within the communities they live, which
also harbor poachers. Rangers often face death threats
and their families are threatened.

StopRhinoPoaching.com (SRP), IRF's partner in South
Africa, has developed relationships and trust amongst
the ranger units and developed Project Embrace.
Focusing on the psychological well-being of rangers
in Kruger National Park, the project was developed in
partnership with the Game Rangers Association-initiated
Ranger Wellbeing Project. The wellness program works
directly with rangers and their families, tailoring support
to their needs.

In addition to supporting the mental health needs of the
teams, SRP also works to instill confidence in rangers

AN T TR T

A //

by equipping them with what they need to survive and
thrive in their protection roles. Items like first aid kits
that we take for granted are sometimes in short supply
and essential for rangers health.

New technology is also under testing to provide rangers

with the latest advancements in wildlife crime monitoring
and apprehension.

B b

INTERMATIONAL
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DEMAND REDUCTION &
POLICY

- =

SOCIAL MEDIA LEADS TO

'ARRESTS IN VIETNAM
el 1 Al N Wildlife traders have turned to social
CONFERENCE OF THE : Al 7k — o - media to attract customers for their illegal
PARTIES > > 4 e / i ; products like rhino horn, leading to a rise in

- TR / : Internet crime inVietnam. But wildlife crime
investigators can use the same methods to
catch them. Education for Nature - Vietnam
(ENV), IRF's partner for demand reduction
in Vietnam, works to find rhino horn ads on
social media and shut them down.

CITES 18TH

Spirited and sometimes heated

discussions were held in August,

2019 at the 18th Conference of the

Parties (CoP) to the Convention on

International Trade in Endangered  Global cooperation is essential for There are 183 country signatories, or
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, or ~ monitoring and regulating trade Parties, to CITES, with the ability to vote
CITES. Representatives from nearly for critically endangered species. on proposals. The CoP convenes every
every country gathered in Geneva, lllegal wildlife trade involves multiple 3 years, and includes the signatory
Switzerland to discuss trade issues  countries and enforcing laws across countries as well as non-voting
pertaining to rhinos and many shared borders. The US, the UK, and observers, including IRF and other
other species of animals and plants. a number of other countries have wildlife conservation organizations.
Significant attention was also paid elevated wildlife crime to the same

to discussions on combating wildlife  level as terrorism and other high-

crime. profile international crimes.

ENV recruits volunteers to log any active
violations that are found. If the violation
is over one year old, ENV partners with
Facebook to remove the link and suspend
the user’s account. However, if the violation
is recent, an investigative team involves the
police to arrange a meeting with the seller
in an operation to seize the illegal goods
and arrest the suspected trader.

¥/ In the second half of 2019, ENV operations
J led to 22 internet crime cases on websites,
, ) Facebook, YouTube, and Zalo - a Vietnamese
w. social media platform. To date, 11 of these .
cases have resulted in successful outcomes, |
% including prison time for the offender.

|

"'_ These modern day sleuthing techniques as -‘-_
well as collaboration on wildlife crime with l,*—
other countriesresultedin an additional five

THREE RHINO PROPOSALS WERE BROUGHT FORTH TO THE PARTIES:

1. By Eswatini (formerly Swaziland) to allow the country unrestricted international commercial trade in its
specimens of white rhino, their horn and products. The Parties rejected the proposal;

2. By Namibia to allow the country to conduct live trade in southern white rhinos to appropriate destinations.
The proposal was rejected;

3. And by South Africa to allow it to change its trophy hunting system for black rhinos, requesting the
hunting quota be increased from five adult males to a total number of adult males not exceeding 0.5% of its
total black rhino population. The Parties approved the proposal, with amendments.

IRF will continue work to ensure that governments are held accountable for their
commitments as CITES signatories and enforce wildlife crime laws.
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THE FINANCIALS

2019 REVENUE

INDIVIDUALS $ 1,371,215
FOUNDATIONS $663,793
CORPORATIONS $67,399
Z0O0S $751,297
GOVERNMENT GRANTS $738,698
TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $3,592,402
MERCHANDISE SALES, NET $9,253
INTEREST INCOME $79,828
TOTAL REVENUE $3,681,483
2019 EXPENSES

AFRICAN RHINO CONSERVATION $568,691
ZIMBABWE BLACK RHINO CONSERVATION $302,774
ZIMBABWE BLACK RHINO SPECIAL PROJECTS $128,517
SOUTHERN BLACK RHINO SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAM $7,500
OPERATION: STOP POACHING NOW $129,900
INDIAN RHINO CONSERVATION $196,855
INDIAN RHINO CONSERVATION $196,855
SUMATRAN & JAVAN RHINO CONSERVATION $1,801,614
SUMATRAN RHINO CONSERVATION $1,311,771
JAVAN RHINO CONSERVATION $489,843
CONSERVATION RESEARCH $270,996
TECHNICAL ADVISORS $93,991
EMERGENCY RESPONSE $66,858
TOTAL PROGRAM EXPENSES $2,999,005
ADMINISTRATION $250,875
FUNDRAISING $207,104
COMMUNICATIONS $123,565

TOTAL ANNUAL EXPENSES

$3,580,549
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2019 REVENUE
INDIVIDUALS

GOVERNMENT 38%

GRANTS

39%

ZO00Ss

21%

CORPORATIONS

2%

EMERGENCY

RESPONSE
ADMIN, FUNDRAISING, AFRICAN RHINO
COMMUNICATIONS 2% CONSERVATION
16% 16%

INDIAN RHINO
CONSERVATION

5%

CONSERVATION
RESEARCH

8%

2019 EXPENSES
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OUR
TEAM

current as of printing

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Rick Barongi
Fredericksburg, Texas, USA
IRF Vice President for Africa Programs

Lee M. Bass
Fort Worth, Texas, USA
IRF Treasurer

Evan Blumer, VMD, MS
OsoMono, LTD
Gahanna, Ohio, USA

Patrick R. Condy, PhD
Fossil Rim Wildlife Center
Glen Rose, Texas, USA

Heather Eberhart
Walt Disney Parks & Resorts (Retired)
Lake Buena Vista, Florida, USA

Michael Fouraker
Fort Worth Zoo
Fort Worth, Texas, USA

Lewis Greene
Powell, Ohio, USA

Peter Hall
London, United Kingdom

Cameron Kerr
Taronga Conservation Society
Sydney, Australia

Diane A. Ledder
Sarasota, Florida, USA
IRF Communications Committee

John Lukas

Jacksonville Zoological Gardens
Jacksonville, Florida, USA

IRF President

Olivier Pagan
Zoo Basel
Basel, Switzerland

Randy Rieches
San Diego Zoo's Safari Park
San Diego, California, USA

Terri Roth, PhD

Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Gardens
Cincinnati, Ohio, USA

IRF Vice President for Asia Programs

April Salter

SalterMitchell PR
Tallahassee, Florida, USA

IRF Secretary &
Communications Committee

Rick Schwartz
Nashville Zoo
Nashville, Tennessee, USA

DIRECTOR EMERITUS

Don Farst, DVM
Brownsville, Texas, USA

Former board member and founder of
the Marwell Zoo, John Knowles passed
away in 2019. John dedicated his life to
saving endangered species and left a
legacy in conservation.

STAFF

Nina Fascione
Executive Director
Silver Spring, Maryland, USA

Natasha Anderson
Lowveld Rhino Trust
Monitoring Coordinator
Harare, Zimbabwe

Rahul Dutta
Intelligence Specialist
Guwahati, India

Susie Ellis, PhD
Retired Executive Director
Strasburg, Virginia, USA

Marie Goumballa
Development Associate
North Bethesda, Maryland, USA

Maggie Moore
Development Director
Arlington, Virginia, USA

Regina O’Brien
Administrative Assistant
Strasburg, Virginia, USA

Emily Reynolds
Operations Manager
Strasburg, Virginia, USA

Sectionov
Indonesia Coordinator
Bogor, Indonesia

OUR TEAM | ANNUAL REPORT

THE INTERNATIONAL RHINO FOUNDATION

20

CeCe Sieffert
Deputy Director
Strasburg, Virginia, USA

Stacy Strother
Communications Associate
Orlando, Florida, USA

Bibhab Kumar Talukdar, PhD
Asia Program Coordinator
Guwahati, India

Raoul du Toit
Africa Program Coordinator
Harare, Zimbabwe

Christopher Whitlatch
Communications Director
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA

Thank you also to Gloria Goeres,
former Operations Manager, and
Kelly Russo, former Communications
Manager, for your many years of
dedication to IRF.

STRATEGIC ADVISORS

Benn Bryant, DVM
Taronga Conservation Society
Dubbo, Australia

Clare Campbell
Asian Rhino Project
Perth, Australia

Scott Citino, DVM
White Oak Conservation
Yulee, Florida, USA

Cathy Dean
Save the Rhino
London, United Kingdom

Bart DuPont
El Coyote & La Paloma Ranches
Riviera, Texas, USA

Adam Eyres
Fossil Rim Wildlife Center
Glen Rose, Texas, USA

Gina Ferrie
Disney's Animal Kingdom
Lake Buena Vista, Florida, USA

Jim Fouts
Tanganyika Wildlife Park
Goddard, Kansas, USA

Seshasaye Kanthamraju
Clermont Group
Singapore

Laura Maloney
Adisa
Jacksonville, FL, USA

Patty Peters
Powell, Ohio, USA
IRF Communications Committee

Steve Shurter
White Oak Conservation
Yulee, Florida, USA

Kelley Snodgrass
Fossil Rim Wildlife Center
Glen Rose, Texas, USA

VOLUNTEERS

Jillian Chappell
The Bass Companies
Fort Worth, Texas, USA

Amira Cook
The Bass Companies
Fort Worth, Texas, USA

Leslie Darby, JD
Kelly, Hart & Hallman
Fort Worth, Texas, USA

Yvonne Day
The Bass Companies
Fort Worth, Texas, USA

Suzanne Hale
The Bass Companies
Fort Worth, Texas, USA

Laura Hess
The Bass Companies
Fort Worth, Texas, USA

Dana Stayton, JD
Kelly, Hart & Hallman
Fort Worth, Texas, USA

Dee Steer, JD
Kelly, Hart & Hallman
Fort Worth, Texas, USA

Thomas W. White
The Bass Companies
Fort Worth, Texas, USA
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